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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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In the first year of his reign he killed his brothers (who were said to be better than he was) and any other potential rivals and it is said that he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel as did Ahab. It stands to reason since he was married to Ahab’s daughter. Other abominations laid to his charge were, that he made “high places” (of worship) in the mountains of Judah and not only allowed them to commit idolatry but compelled them to practice it. His reputation was that “he did that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah”. (vs. 6)





Because of this, Jehovah brought a great plague upon him and his people and destroyed all that he had and smote him with “a great sickness of the bowels”.  Within two years he lost all that he had and died a death of agony and no one sorrowed at his passing.  





When it comes our time to depart this life, it may speak well of our character if we have garnered the love and respect of people who will miss us when we are gone, but that is of little importance in the great scheme of things. What really counts when we stand in judgment is whether we will hear “You did that which was evil in the sight of God” or “well done thou good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy Lord”. 


						    Joe Phillips


       











     Webster defines “reality” as “the quality of being true to life; in fact, actually.”  Reality is the opposite of fantasy, fable or fiction.  We may pretend something is so but reality is just the opposite.  Failure to see things realistically is a part of childhood.  Children are given to fantasy and pretending but as they grow older accepting reality becomes a part of putting away childish things.


     It is a sad thing when so-called mature individuals cannot see or accept reality.  Many problems arise when adults live in a fantasy world.  Failure to accept reality interferes with fulfilling important responsibilities, both in the secular world and in the spiritual realm.  Sometimes life is filled with harsh realities and when that is not accepted and dealt with, we can become emotional and spiritual cripples.


     Let’s look at some “realities” that must be faced and acted upon if we are to live successfully in this world and prepare ourselves for the one to come.


     You have to work to make a living.  “Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need” (Eph. 4:28).  Very few people in this world are so wealthy that they don’t have to worry about working.  The rest of us have to work diligently at a job to fulfill our responsibilities.  Robert Orben said, “Every day I get up and look through the Forbes list of the richest people in America.  If I’m not there, I go to work.”  You’re living in a dream world if you think you can live comfortably without having to work.  Some want what money can buy but they don’t want to do what it takes to earn the money.  The Bible makes it clear that when one refuses to work then such a one is subject to church discipline (2 Thessalonians 3:6-15).


     You’re going to die someday.  “It is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).  Not too many folks like to think about this reality and will go to great lengths to show that they think death will somehow pass them by.  Even before we die, we slow down.  Pro 











Another reality:  Personal weakness and sin.  Too many people can easily see the mistakes of others but they don’t see their own sins.  John reminds us, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).  Until we accept the reality of our own mistakes, we will not repent and confess them to God.  How many are living in such self-deception, a fantasy world, by refusing to acknowledge their own faults as they scrutinize with a magnifying glass the faults of others?


        The reality of Judgment Day.  What comes after man’s appointment with death?  “After this comes the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27).  Since 2,000 years have passed when this statement was written, some might deceive themselves into thinking that there won’t be a judgment day.  Time means nothing to God; “a thousand years are as a day, a day as a thousand years” (2 Peter 3:8).  To God, the last 2,000 years has been like a couple of days.


     Don’t dupe yourself into thinking that you can live any old way you want and that you’ll get away with it.  “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Hebrews 4:13).  Judgment is surely coming.  Don’t wait until that day to face the reality of it.


     Accepting reality calls for sober reflection.  Life can be happy and fun-filled, but not every minute of every day.  May God help us to keep the proper perspective at all times.





A footnote: Brother Gary Ogden worked most of his career as an evangelist with the Plant City Church in Florida. In the last years of his life he was diagnosed with cancer from which he could not survive. Facing that reality he accepted it and did all he could to complete his work for the Lord. He wrote this article about two years before his death. I apologize for the small print due to space limitations but it is worth the effort to read.			JP 








					





ACCEPTING REALITY


By Gary Ogden








athletes are able to perform optimally for a relatively short period of time; then it’s downhill.  I don’t run as fast as I used to.


        The Bible tells us what we already know if we’ll accept the reality of it:  “the outward man is decaying” (2 Corinthians 4:16).  Even with all the medical technology and knowledge that are available, doctors can only briefly delay the inevitable.  It is an appointment we cannot break, postpone perhaps, but only for a while.


     Quite often I visit people in the hospital who know they are dying.  They might say, “You know I’m dying.”  So are we all.  I don’t have to be morbid or depressed about it, but I do need to accept the reality of the situation.


     Accepting that reality can motivate me to fulfill important responsibilities. It will keep me from investing all of my time and energy in the things of this earth.  Such may only hasten my demise.  Knowing that death is inevitable should move me to invest a considerable amount of time and thought to the life to come, spiritual, eternal matters that will live on long after I’m dead.  “Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth” (Colossians 3:2).


     Life will have many disappointments and discouragement.  “For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake” (Phil. 1:29).  Some people want to live in a dream world where everything goes smoothly and pleasantly.  Dream on. Even when you are doing your best to serve the Lord, major disappointments can plague your life.  There will be fiery trials and such are not to be thought of as “strange” (1 Peter 4:12).  Our loved ones will get sick and die, leaving us to cope with a great vacuum in our lives.


     Sometimes Christians will disappoint us.  They will do things that hurt us; some will even abandon the faith.  The Bible says it expressly and experience confirms it (1 Tim. 4:1).  There will be those who believe and teach doctrines that are detrimental to souls.  Paul warned, “And from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them” (Acts 20:30).  God’s people won’t always do the right thing.  That’s reality.








A Man No One Would Miss





On the way home one day this week I was stopped by a long funeral procession. As I watched car after car go by, I thought of the respect that this person, or at least some who belonged to the person, must have commanded. It is not uncommon for us to judge the character of someone by the number of people who turn out to pay respect at their passing. It is an indication of how that person will be missed from this life.





But, what would we think about a person who, upon leaving this life, no one cared. We would probably think of someone who was poor or homeless or alone in the world or perhaps a scoundrel indeed. 





The Bible speaks of just such a man who when he died no one cared, in fact it was good riddance. He was not a pauper nor was he a slave but a King; the King Jehoram of Israel. In 2 Chronicles 21 his legacy is told and it ends with this statement, “He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years; and he departed with no one's regret, and they buried him in the city of David, but not in the tombs of the kings”. (2 Chronicles 21:20) So bad was his character, he was not allowed to be buried among the kings although he was a king.
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Tyra 


Jones; George Wilcox at the death of his uncle


 Norm. Michael Burke’s grandmother Melinda 


Hampson’s mother recovering from cancer 


surgery and her father is recovering from heart


surgery also; Mrs. Alice Frasier suffering from 


mini strokes; Debbie Adams mother had 


additional surgery; Pam Gay’s mother;  Rhetta


 Roy’s father- in -Law recovering from surgery


Chris Jackson as well as Joey, Jamie and the 


Jackson family


Jenna Adams’ grandmother; Pam Martin 


re-fractured her ankle; June Guyton has been


 struggling with her health;   


 Expecting mothers, Jenna Adams; 





________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---?


 Song Leader----Lloyd Jackson


Lord's Supper---Roger Pink


   Asst. 1-----Sam Adams Jr. 


   Asst. 2-----George Wilcox


   Asst. 3-----Jack Green


   Asst. 4-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 5-----Rom. Stephenson 


2nd Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Read Scripture---Ryan Pink 


Sermon-------Michael Burke


Announcements—Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Randal Rogers 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---?


Song Leader---Steve Huff


2nd Prayer---Wallis Hampson 


Read Scripture---Ross Statham


Sermon--------Collins Boakye


Lord's Supper---Roger Pink


Announcements—Joe Phillips


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Preston Jackson


Invitation--- Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Josh Green





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














